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Minutes of a meeting of the  
Adur Planning Committee 

15 January 2024 
at 6.30 pm 

 
  

*Councillor Carol Albury (Chair) 
Councillor Joe Pannell (Vice-Chair) 

 
Councillor Jeremy Gardner 
Councillor Carol O'Neal 
Councillor Vee Barton 
*Councillor Jim Funnell 
 

Councillor Dan Flower 
Councillor Gabe Crisp 
Councillor Andy McGregor 
 

*Absent 
 
Officers: Head of Planning and Development, Lawyer and Democratic Services Officer 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
In the absence of Councillor Carol Albury, Councillor Joe Pannell acted as Chair. 
  
ADC-PC/62/23-24   Substitute Members 

 
There were no substitute members. 
  
ADC-PC/63/23-24   Declarations of Interest 

 
There were no declarations of interest. 
  
ADC-PC/64/23-24   Public Question Time 

 
There were no pre-submitted Public Questions. 
  
ADC-PC/65/23-24   Members Questions 

 
There were no pre-submitted Members Questions. 
  
ADC-PC/66/23-24   Confirmation of Minutes 

 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4 December 
2023 be confirmed as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chair. 
  
ADC-PC/67/23-24   Items Raised Under Urgency Provisions 

 
There were no items raised under urgency provisions. 
  
ADC-PC/68/23-24   Planning Applications 

 
The planning application was considered, see attached appendix. 
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ADC-PC/69/23-24   Enforcement Report 
 

The Head of Planning and Development presented the report explaining the reasons for 
the Officers recommendation which related to the lack of landscaping at the front and 
rear of the development. He also explained some of the flooding issues. The Officer 
clarified that there was slightly reduced land available for landscaping at the front of the 
development due to the land required by West Sussex County Council’s Highway 
Authority to deliver a future cycle path. Following the issuing of the Breach of Condition 
notice a revised landscaping scheme was required and this needed to be approved 
before further notices could be served on the developers to ensure the work was done. 
The Officer explained that if the landscaping was not delivered within this planting season 
a further breach of condition notice would be issued. 
  
There were two registered speakers who gave representations voicing concerns over 
flooding, the quality of the development and lack of landscaping. 
  
The Committee debated the issue of flooding but agreed that, although there was much 
to be discussed, the recommendation within this report dealt with the landscaping aspect 
of the development. They acknowledged the urgency to approve the revised plan so that 
planting could begin.  
  
Members voted unanimously to accept the Officers recommendation to approve the 
submitted landscaping scheme and to serve a Breach of Condition Notice if the 
landscaping is not implemented during the current planting season. Members also 
requested a further report on how the Council could address the flood risk associated 
with the overtopping of Surry Hard. In this respect the Planning Committee was very 
concerned that a significant amount of public money was being spent on flood defences 
but these defences would be compromised by a weak point at Surry Hard. 
  
ADC-PC/70/23-24   Tree Preservation Order 2 of 2023 

 
The Head of Planning and Development presented the report recommending Members to 
confirm a Tree Preservation Order on two trees. The Officer clarified that the trees in 
question fell within a conservation area and as such, the owner was required to give six 
weeks’ notice of any works to the trees.  
  
There were two registered speakers who spoke in objection to the TPO and one who 
spoke in favour. One speaker explained that the trees were causing considerable 
darkness and dampness to their property as they were in such close proximity to it and 
were so dense. The speaker explained that they had been pruned twice in the past but 
had grown back quickly, more densely and, because they were competing for light with 
each other, unevenly. A tree surgeon had advised previously that these were not suitable 
trees for this position. In addition the speakers highlighted that pruning the trees was very 
expensive. 
  
There was one registered speaker who spoke in favour of the TPO who considered that 
the trees not only provided great visual impact on the vicinity but also had significant 
biodiverse value. 
  
During debate Members recognised the importance of retaining mature trees but also 
discussed the importance of preserving the Georgian house adjacent to them. It was 
agreed that the ideal solution would be to regularly have the trees drastically pruned but it 
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was also noted that the fact that the trees were competing with each other for light may 
prove to have an impact on the regrowth speed. The Officer clarified that if, after drastic 
pruning, the trees grew back quickly the Committee could reconsider the options 
available. 
  
The Committee unanimously agreed to accept the Officers recommendation and confirm 
Adur Tree Preservation Order Number 2 of 2023 without modification. However, 
Members were sympathetic to the owners concerns about the impact of the tree on the 
adjoining heritage asset (the Georgian dwelling) and wanted the Committee to consider 
any future requests for crown reduction if Officers felt that what was being proposed by 
the applicant's tree consultant was considered excessive. 
  
ADC-PC/71/23-24   Appeal Decisions 

 
The Head of Planning and Development presented the latest appeal decisions which the 
Committee noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair 

The meeting ended at 8.22 pm 
 

 
 

 

 



This page is intentionally left blank



1
Application Number: AWDM/1705/23 Recommendation - APPROVE

Site: Eastbrook Manor Community Centre, West Road,
Fishersgate

Proposal: Replacement Windows & Doors to North Elevation

Applicant: Adur District Council Ward: Eastbrook
Agent: Technical Services, Adur & Worthing District Councils
Case Officer: Eve Hearsey

The Head of Planning and Development presented the report explaining that the
application had been brought to committee as the council owned the property.

The Committee agreed that this was a favourable application and voted
unanimously to agree with the recommendation and approve the application.

Decision - APPROVED

Subject to conditions:-

1. Compliance with approved plans
2. Implement within standard time limit
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